
Revised and distributed 750 copies of the 
"Resources for Families in NE CT" 

throughout our region.

Northeast Early Childhood Council
Working collaboratively towards our mission that: 

"All children, birth-age 8, in Brooklyn, Canterbury, Killingly,
Plainfield, Putnam, Sterling & Thompson are 

healthy, safe, and successful learners"

Local Business members participated in
School Readiness Council meetings and

actively supported our work.

 NECC staff attended numerous
school and community outreach

events to introduce resources to local
families, including Sparkler.

2022-2023 Highlights

Partnered with the Putnam Family Resource
Center to hold UCONN People Empowering People

(PEP) Parent Leadership Trainings, a three
month program culminating in community

projects benefitting our region. 

Continued to advocate for issues impacting
children birth-age 8 in our region to ensure they

are healthy, safe and successful learners 

Visit
NECCOUNCIL.ORG

Distributed over 250 Early Learning Kits
to local families with pre-k aged children
who are not enrolled in an early learning

program to support their early education.

A family needs survey identified Social-Emotional
Learning supports as a priority for their children.
In response, the NECC’s Mental Health Task Force
created FREE Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) Kits

distributed to local programs & families. 
Local Libraries received SEL kits to use with

families during story hours.

http://www.neccouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/NECC-Book-New-Final-May-2023.pdf


Making a difference for children in 
Brooklyn, Canterbury, Killingly, Plainfield, 

Putnam, Sterling & Thompson

Altrusa Club of NE CT also donated books & 
the “Summer House” story walk to benefit 

our local families

The NECC partnered with Read to Grow, who donated
books that were distributed to local families in our FREE

Early Learning Kits and at events in our communities.

Thank You to our Partners!

Partnered with TEEG and NOW to hold our
first Social Emotional Learning (SEL) &
support workshop on May 31, 2023. 

https://readtogrow.org/


Sparkler Community
Engagement Support Grant

Strengthening Local Early
Childhood Collaboratives Grant

$27,900.00

$31,500.00

$18,000.00

$11,500.00

Parent Leadership
Training Grant

Monetary
Contributions for our

7 Towns

The CT Project
DonationSparkler Community

Learning Grant

Strengthening Local
Early Childhood
Collaboratives

Garthering Family
Input on Childcare

Grant

Bank Hometown
Donation

2022-2023 Grants & Donations

Northeast Early Childhood Council
Working collaboratively towards our mission that: 

"All children, birth-age 8, in Brooklyn, Canterbury, Killingly, Plainfield,
Putnam, Sterling & Thompson are healthy, safe, and successful learners"

2023-2024 Grants & Donations

$31,500.00

$25,000.00

$24,150.00

$5
00

.00

$5,000.00

$1,
00

0.0
0

7 Towns



*Melissa Kennedy, Parent Ambassador
*Renee Toper, Parent Ambassador
*Kelly Robbins, Parent Ambassador
*Bryan Snyder, Parent Ambassador

Parent Ambassadors:

*Melinda Smith, Thompson Superintendent (Co-Chair)
*Steve Rioux, Putnam Superintendent (Co-Chair)
*Patricia Buell, Brooklyn Superintendent 
*Dr. Christopher Bitgood, Canterbury Superintendent
Paul Brenton, Plainfield Superintendent
Susan Rourke, Sterling Public Schools Interim Superintendent
Dr. Susan Nash, Killingly Superintendent
Mary T. Calorio, Killingly Town Manager
Link Cooper, Sterling First Selectman
Kevin Cunningham, Plainfield First Selectman
Chris Lippke, Canterbury First Selectman
Barney Seney, Putnam Mayor
Austin Tanner, Brooklyn First Selectman
Amy St. Onge, Thompson First Selectman
Allison Whitson, Killingly Children’s Librarian
Stephanie Hynes, Northeast District Department of Health
*Emily Ross, Killingly Family Resource Coordinator, McKinney-Vento 
Kristin Hempel, EASTCONN Adult Education Workforce
Ian Harrington, Access Agency
Sara Gustavesen, Putnam Plastics Wellness Coordinator
Mandy Jarvis, Killingly Parent
Jenna Lowell, Killingly Parent
Justine Laporte, Killingly Parent
Kayla Burgess, Brooklyn Parent
*Tammy Miner, Plainfield Parent
Jennifer Jamroz, Sterling Parent

Jennifer Das Chagas Nascimento, Sterling Parent
Samantha Drobiak, Thompson Pre-K Teacher
Erin Lavalle, Childcare Program Owner
Jessica Fitch, Plainfield School Readiness & McKinney-Vento
*Sarah Cary, Canterbury Elementary School Principal
*Patty Bryant, Putnam SR Program and Family Resource Director
*Sally Sherman, Killingly SR Program and Family Resource Director
Jennie Kapszukiewicz, EASTCONN Headstart
*Heather Nickerson, Sterling Elementary School Principal
Barbara Tetreault, Plainfield School Readiness Preschool Teacher
Mark Weaver, Brooklyn Schools Elementary Principal
Ellen Jones, Thompson School Readiness Liaisons
*Melanie Smith-Cervera, EASTCONN School Readiness Liaison
Cathy Lane, Plainfield Family Resource Program Coordinator
Paula Graef, Brooklyn School Principal
Laurence Prentiss, Thompson School Principal
*Courtney Langlois, Plainfield School Principal
Jill Bourbeau, TEEG Youth Programs Manager
*Diane Gozemba, EASTCONN Director of Early Childhood Programs
Keely Macalister, Putnam Parent
Jessica Duffy, Putnam Parent
Erin Morrisette, Brooklyn parent
Stephanie Donovan, Brooklyn Parent
Rick Ives, Brooklyn Parent
Diana Cooke, Thompson Parent
Amy Arnio, Canterbury Parent
Mae Flexer, State Senator

Kristine Cicchetti, Regional Director
Christine Rosati Randall, Regional Outreach Coordinator

Staff:

Northeast Early Childhood Council
Staff & Members
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Council Members: Council Members:


